BIOGRAPHY- Joseph M. Centorino

Joseph M. Centorino has served as the appointed Executive Director of the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust since September 1, 2011.  The Ethics Commission is an independent agency, formed under the Charter of Miami-Dade County, and which exercises advisory and quasi-judicial powers. It is charged with the investigation of offenses committed by all county and municipal public officers and employees subject to the Miami-Dade County Code of Ethics.  

Prior to his appointment to the Ethics Commission, he served for twenty-five years as an Assistant State Attorney at the Miami-Dade County State Attorney’s Office.  During most of that time he held the position of Chief of the Public Corruption Unit, where he was responsible for the supervision up to eleven other attorneys in the largest public corruption prosecution unit in the State of Florida, dedicated solely to the investigation and prosecution of crimes committed by public officers and employees in the course of their official duties.  He was also the lead trial prosecutor in numerous successful corruption prosecutions, including Mayors, County and City Commissioners, and other elected officials.

Mr. Centorino holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in Political Science from Tufts University and a J.D. degree from Boston College Law School. In his professional career before joining the State Attorney’s Office, he served as an aide to former U.S. Congressman Michael Harrington of Massachusetts; as an Assistant District Attorney in Essex County, Massachusetts; in private law practice for several years; and also served four terms as a City Councilman in his hometown of Salem, Massachusetts.  

      Mr. Centorino currently serves as a member of the Professional Ethics Committee of the Florida Bar and has served as instructor of Professionalism & Ethics at Florida International University Metropolitan Center. He has lectured extensively to government officials, and at universities and public forums in the areas of public corruption and government ethics, police internal affairs, the Florida Sunshine and Public Records Laws, election law and legal ethics.

